On the contractile activity and reactivity of sheep myometrial strips in juvenile, anoestral and gravid periods.
Spontaneous contractions of uterine muscle strips from juvenile, anoestral and pregnant sheep were recorded in vitro isometrically. There is a spontaneous contractile activity irrespective of hormonal status of the animals. Acetylcholine increases the tone and frequency of the phasic contractions of uterine corpus and horn preparations from the three groups of animals. The adrenaline excitatory effect on the myometrial contractions was mediated by alpha-adrenoreceptors. The pregnant uterine strips showed strengthening of the inhibitory effect mediated by the beta-adrenoreceptors.